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Sixth Form Bridging Work 

WIDER READING TO PREPARE FOR COURSE  

Students should spend some of their summer holiday reading around their new choice of subjects to 

develop their evaluation skills. It is not the intention that students read the entire list, but they 

should choose one or two that interest them so they return in September with the ability to talk 

with maturity on certain key topics. Many of these books can be purchased for a reasonable price 

second-hand from Amazon. Students can then swap with other classmates to reduce the costs per 

head. This task can make the difference between grades at the end of course. 

Introductory books to get you think like an economist:  

• Books by Tim Harford (The Undercover Economist / Logic of Life / Fifty Things that Made the 

Modern Economy / Adapt) - all Harford’s books are highly readable and introduces basic economic 

concepts into real world scenarios.  

• Nudge – Thaler and Sunstein - this illustrates a number of key principles of behavioural economics, 

and then delves into a range of social issues that could benefit from nudges such as our finances, the 

environment and health.  

• Freakonomics – Levitt and Dubner. This book became so popular that there is now some academic 

snobbery against it, but it is still an interesting and easy read.  

 

FURTHER ACADEMIC READING MATERIAL:  

1. How Markets Fail – John Cassidy – a journey through the key ideas in economics, and those that 

discovered them. It’s a bit stodgy in places, but if you stick with it then it will really give you an 

insight into the thinkers whose ideas have ended up on your A Level syllabus. Worth briefly noting 

the ideas of Adam Smith, Keynes, Friedman, Pigou and Coase, all of whom turn up at A Level. (Add 

Walras and the Arrow-Debreu model if you feel like showing off to your teacher).  

2. Doughnut Economics – Kate Raworth – develops a new model for economics, based around the 

‘doughnut’, which values human well-being and advocates for a ‘regenerative and distributive 

economy’. There are a number of evocative metaphors and examples to convey economic concepts 

in accessible terms.  

3. 23 Things they don’t tell you about capitalism – Ha Joon Chang – a serious book by a serious 

academic, despite the title. Very easy to read; broken down as the title suggests into 23 short 

chapters.  

4. The Truth about Markets – John Kay – this was published more than 10 years ago now but is still 

fresh and relevant. It covers some similar ground to Cassidy’s book above, but offers a rigorous 

critique of free markets, as well as a powerful defence of the benefits they can bring.  

5. Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity and Poverty – Acemoglu and Robinsion – 

Draws on the historical context to how nations achieve economic success and the importance of 

inclusive economic institutions.  
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